
Conduct of the Offensive:
2d Far Eastern Front

The operations of the 2d Far Eastern Front, although of secondary
importance, took place on a broad front and involved complex operations
over a wide variety of terrain. In addition, some of the most bitter fighting
in Manchuria occurred as Japanese forces of the 134th Infantry Division,
the 123d Infantry Division, and the 135th Independent Mixed Brigade re-
sisted these secondary efforts (see maps 37-39).

Purkayev, Maksim Alekseevich (1894-1953), 2d Far Eastern Front
1916-Russian Army Warrant Officers School.
1917-member of regimental soldiers' committee; joined Red Army; company and battalion commander

(eastern front).
1919-(Aug) regimental commander, 24th Samara Iron Division.
1923-Vystrel course.
1923-regimental commander and commissar; rifle division assistant chief of staff; department chief,

deputy chief of staff of a military district.
1936-Frunze Academy.
1936-rifle division commander.
1938-chief of staff, Belorussian Military District.
1940-(Jul) chief of staff, Kiev Special Military District.
1941-(Jun) chief of staff, Southwest Front.
1941-(Jul) commander, 60th Army (Dec 1941 renamed 3d Shock Army) (Moscow, Toropetz operations).
1942-commander, Kalinin Front (Veliki-Luki operation).
1943-(Apr) commander, Far Eastern Front; commander, 2d Far Eastern Front.
1945-commander of Far East Military District.
1947-chief of staff and first deputv commander nf Far Fast fnrrcs
1952-(Jul) chief, Directorate of Higher Military Schools of Military Ministries.

Under General M. A. Purkayev, 2d Far Eastern Front deployed its
forces in three separate sectors, each with separate axes of advance and
distinct objectives. Plans called for Lt. Gen. S. K. Mamonov's 15th Army of
three rifle divisions to make the main attack in the center of the front
sector in these phases: cross the Amur River at several points near Lenin-
skoye; overcome the enemy fortified regions at Hsingshanchen and Fuchin,
near the confluence of the Amur, Ussuri, and Sungari rivers; advance along
the Sungari River to Chiamussu, Sansing (Ilan), and Harbin; and unite
with forces of the 1st Far Eastern Front. Lt. Gen. M. F. Terekhin's 2d Red
Banner Army of three rifle divisions and a separate mountain rifle regiment
on the right (west) of 15th Army would conduct a supporting attack on
order after 9 August from the Blagoveshchensk area in order to overcome
the Aihun and Sunwu Fortified Regions and advance south through the
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Map 37. Japanese 134th Infantry Division Fortifications in the Chiamussu Region
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Lesser Khingan Mountains to Tsitsihar and Harbin. Orn the far left of the
2d Far Eastern Front, Maj. Gen. I. Z. Pashkov's 5th Separate Rifle Corps,
consisting of two rifle divisions, would attack from Bikin across the Ussuri
River to seize the fortified region at Jaoho and then march to secure Paoch-
ing and Poli, where the corps would unite with forces of the 35th Army of
the 1st Far Eastern Front. All three armies used tank brigades as forward
detachments and had more than ample artillery support. All armies also
worked in close coordination with the Amur Naval Flotilla, upon whom
they depended for initial crossings of the Amur and Ussuri rivers. The flo-
tilla would provide an invaluable means of transport for movement of forces
farther up the Sungari River to the army's objectives. The 2d Far Eastern
Front also had 16th Army under its command. The 16th Army's principal
unit, 56th Rifle Corps, was to conduct on-order operations against Japanese
forces on southern Sakhalin Island.1

Mamonov, Stepan Kipillovich (1901-74), 15th Army
1924-platoon, company commander; chief of regimental school.
1932-regimental chief of staff; regimental commander; division chief of staff (Far East).
1938-commander, 22d Rifle Division; commander, 40th Rifle Division (Lake Khasan).
1942-(Jan) deputy commander, 25th Army (Far East).
1942-(Aug) commander, 39th Rifle Corps (Far East).
1942-(Oct) commander, 15th Army (Far East).
1947-rifle corps commander.
1950-assistant commander, Ural Military District.
1957-first deputy commander, Voronezh Military District.
1960-(Dec) in the reserves.

The 2d Far Eastern Front faced formidable terrain barriers. Up to 150
kilometers of terrain containing spurs of the Lesser Khingan Mountains
and the marshy lands on both sides of the Amur River separated 15th
Army from 2d Red Banner Army. About eighty kilometers of marshland
between the Sungari River and the Haolino River separated 15th Army from
5th Separate Rifle Corps. Before reaching their objectives, all three forces
would have to cross the Lesser Khingan Mountains.

Although 15th Army operated on a front of more than 300 kilometers,
it concentrated its forces in three limited sectors (see map 40). The 361st
Rifle Division and the 165th and 171st Tank Brigades deployed near Lenin-
skoye in order to make the army main attack across the Amur River and
south to Fuchin. At Voskresenskoye, about thirty kilometers east of Lenin-
skoye, 388th Rifle Division deployed to secure Japanese strongpoints on the
south bank of the Amur River on the left flank of 361st Rifle Division. At
Blagoslovennoye, seventy kilometers west of Leninskoye, 34th Rifle Division
and 203d Tank Brigade prepared to attack across the Amur to secure Lopei
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Map 38. Japanese 4th Separate Army Defenses in the Aihun-Sunwu Region
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and the Hsingshanchen Fortified Region. The 34th, 361st, and 388th Rifle
Divisions hoped to unite at Chiamussu on the Sungari River. The 102d
Fortified Region protected the Amur River line between Leninskoye and
Blagoslovennoye. Farther downriver, just west of Khabarovsk, the 630th
Rifle Regiment prepared to cross the Amur and to secure the Japanese
stronghold of Fuyuan. In the area immediately south of Khabarovsk, the
255th Rifle Division of 2d Far Eastern Front deployed to cover the city
and to provide a potential reserve for 15th Army.2 The area opposite 15th
Army was defended by the Japanese 134th Infantry Division, based at
Chiamussu. Subordinate units in battalion and company strength garrisoned
the various strongpoints and fortified zones. 3

At 0100 on 9 August, reconnaissance and advanced detachments of all
forward divisions attacked without artillery preparation and secured major
islands in the Amur River. During a heavy rainstorm, the advanced bat-
talions of the 361st Rifle Division secured Tartar Island near the mouth of
the Sungari River in coordination with the Amur Flotilla. The advanced
battalions took virtually all major islands in the river, and during the
remainder of the night, rifle divisions sent reconnaissance units across to
the south bank of the river. Farther down the river, the 1st Battalion, 630th
Rifle Regiment, and the 2d Brigade of the Amur Flotilla, assaulted and
occupied Japanese positions at Fuyuan across the Amur from Nishne-
Spasskoye. Fire from the Amur River gunboats covered the final assault.
Fighting ended at Fuyuan at 0730 on 9 August. Throughout the remainder
of the day, 15th Army reconnaissance units and advanced battalions con-
solidated their positions on the islands and the south bank of the river,
while main forces concentrated to conduct a river crossing. All movement
was difficult because of heavy rains, high water, and mud.4

Late in the evening of the ninth and on the morning of the tenth, 15th
Army units began reconnaissance of major Japanese strongpoints south of
the river, in particular the Tungchiang Fortified Region opposite Leninskoye
and the Chienchingkou strongpoint across the Amur from Voskresenskoye.
By the evening of 10 August, an advanced regiment from 34th Rifle Divi-
sion had secured Lopei and conducted a reconnaissance of enemy strong-
points to the south. With reconnaissance completed by the night of 9-10
August, forward detachments of each first echelon division crossed the
Amur, followed by main force units. Amur Flotilla ships rafted tanks across
the swollen river in a painfully slow process. The combat elements of the
171st Tank Brigade crossed in thirty hours, while the rear service units
took an additional two days to cross. 5 Thus, rear elements initially were
150 to 200 kilometers behind lead elements, a condition that hindered the
sustainability of operations. Engineers divided their attention among the
difficult tasks of conducting the river crossings, reconstructing roads, and
reducing enemy fortifications. For example, in support of the Amur River
crossing operation, the engineers provided eight bridging battalions. By
day's end on 10 August, 15th Army units had driven all Japanese forces
from the banks of the Amur in the area between the Sungari and the
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Map 39. Soviet 2d Far Eastern Front Operations, 9-18 August 1945
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Ussuri rivers. The 34th Rifle Division and 203d Tank Brigade advanced
from Lopei, bypassed the Hsingshanchen Fortified Region, and left a force
to reduce it. Heavy artillery attacks during a three-day period broke the
spirit of the defenders, who retreated to Chiamussu or into the mountains
west of the fortified region.

1st Army troops disembark from Amur Flotilla ships along the Sungari River

Along the Sungari River on 10 August, ships of the Amur Flotilla and
forces of the 361st Rifle Division approached Tungchiang. After a two-hour
battle with a Japanese rear guard, the town fell.* Having secured Chien-
chingkou, 388th Rifle Division moved southwestward and joined the 361st
Rifle Division near Tungchiang. The two divisions, with the 171st Tank
Brigade and a rifle battalion as a forward detachment, moved south on the
road to Fuchin. Amur Flotilla provided support for the advance. The 15th
Army commander, General Mamonov, ordered the 345th and 364th Rifle
Regiments each to load a battalion of infantry on board the ships for future
use in amphibious landings designed to support the advance of the main

:Accounts vary concerning the degree of actual fighting.
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ground force. The first of these battalions landed north of Fuchin on the
evening of 10 August. At 0700 on the eleventh, the 1st Brigade of the Amur
Flotilla bombarded Fuchin. Half an hour later, the flotilla assault landed
an infantry company to secure a bridgehead in the city. At 0830 the 3d
Battalion, 364th Rifle Regiment, landed to reinforce the bridgehead. The
battalion made little progress against Japanese heavy fire and counter-
attacks. At 0900, however, the 171st Tank Brigade with forward elements
of 361st Rifle Division reached the city, which fell in a coordinated assault.
Japanese and Manchukuoan defenders surrendered or fled to the Fuchin
Fortified Region south of the city or to the Wuerhkuli Shan Fortified Region
east of the city. 6

The fortified regions at Fuchin held out for two more days before sur-
rendering on 13 August.7 While the battle raged at Fuchin, 171st Tank
Brigade led 15th Army units in an advance along the roads southwest
towards Chiamussu. Poor, waterlogged roads and bad weather slowed the
progress of the column. Meanwhile, strong Japanese resistance south of
Hsingshanchen slowed the advance of the 34th Rifle Division on the Hsing-
shanchen-Chiamussu axis. This bottleneck broke up on 14 August, when
the 1st Brigade of the Amur Flotilla landed elements of the 349th and 83d
Regiments of the 361st and 34th Rifle Divisions near Sustun (Huachuan)
on the east bank of the Sungari, forty kilometers north of Chiamussu. Out-
flanked Japanese units fell back on Chiamussu. On 16 August the 632d
Rifle Regiment conducted an amphibious assault at Chiamussu. This force,
in coordination with 1st and 2d Brigades of Amur Flotilla, and with the
171st Tank Brigade and the 361st and 388th Rifle Divisions advancing
along the road from the northeast, broke Japanese resistance, received the
surrender of the Manchukuoan 7th Infantry Brigade, and secured the city-
of Chiamussu. 8

After the fall of Chiamussu, 15th Army forces pushed southward along
the Sungari River toward Sansing. Armored cutters of the Amur Flotilla
conducted reconnaissance along the river to Sansing, while the Amur Flo-
tilla transported the 632d Rifle Regiment up the river as an assault force
to take the city. On 19 August this force secured Sansing for 15th Army
and began taking and processing prisoners from the many retreating Jap-
anese units in the area. 9 The 15th Army pursuit continued along and aside
the Sungari River until 21 August, when a forward detachment on board
ships of the Amur Flotilla linked up with forces of 1st Far Eastern Front
in Harbin, the culmination of the twelve-day campaign, which had covered
700 kilometers.

On the left of 15th Army, the 5th Separate Rifle Corps launched its
offensive to secure Jaoho, Paoching, and Poli. The 390th Rifle Division and
the 172d Tank Brigade led the assault, while the 35th Rifle Division was
in second echelon. At 0100 on 9 August, assault units and reconnaissance
detachments of the corps crossed the Ussuri River. The 3d Brigade of the
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Amur Flotilla supported the assault landing. Facing the assault forces was
a company from the 369th Infantry Regiment of the Japanese 135th In-
fantry Division, with two battalions of Manchurian auxiliaries in fortified
positions around Jaoho. 10 On the morning of the ninth, forward units, cov-
ered by a thirty- to fifty-minute artillery preparation, followed assault units
and secured a bridgehead on the west bank of the Ussuri north of Jaoho.
Main force units followed later in -the day. Using rafts, barges, steamship
ferries, and boats, the Amur Flotilla transported the 172d Tank Brigade
across the river in fifteen hours, in time to participate in operations on 10
August. On the tenth, 390th Rifle Division cleared the Japanese from the
Jaoho Fortified Region and city, and on the following day, with the 172d
Tank Brigade in the lead, the 5th Rifle Corps column set out southwestward
toward Paoching. The march was difficult, primarily because of bad road
conditions. On the fourteenth, the 172d Tank Brigade (reinforced) reached
Paoching and, driving off its garrison, continued marching on Poli. Main
elements of the 5th Rifle Corps followed in its wake. In a march against
limited opposition, lead elements of the corps joined elements of 35th Army
at Poli on 19 August. In the course of its march, the corps collected 2,786
prisoners of war.l1 For all practical purposes, the role of 5th Rifle Corps in
the campaign ended with its arrival at Poli.

On the right (or west) flank of 2d Far Eastern Front, the 2d Red Banner
Army deployed its forces opposite the Japanese fortified positions at Aihun
and Sunwu (see map 41). In the center and left of the army zone, General
Terekhin deployed an operational group comprising the 3d and 12th Rifle
Divisions and the 73d and 74th Tank Brigades. This group would attack
southward across the Amur River from Konstantinovka in an effort to secure
Sunwu and its associated fortified region; it would then march south on
Peian and Harbin. A second operational group consisting of the 396th Rifle
Division, the 368th Mountain Rifle Regiment, and the 258th Tank Brigade
would deliver a supporting attack from Blagoveshchensk in order to secure
the Aihun Fortified Region and advance south to Nencheng and eventually
Tsitsihar. In the area between these two groups, the 101st Fortified Region
prepared for local supporting attacks across the Amur River. 12

Japanese forces opposing 2d Red Banner Army consisted of the 135th
Independent Mixed Brigade and the 123d Infantry Division. The 135th
Independent Mixed Brigade (five infantry battalions) had its main command
post in the main fortified region at Aihun, a battalion at Shanshenfu, and
two companies at Chaoshi. The 123d Infantry Division, with headquarters
at Sunwu, had the bulk of its three regiments in the Sunwu Fortified Region
north of the city, with battalion-size elements of the 269th Infantry Regi-
ment covering main routes east of Sunwu and smaller elements covering
potential river crossing sites. Unlike other Japanese units, both the 135th
Independent Mixed Brigade and the 123d Infantry Division were at a high
state of readiness in early August 1945, because their commanders had
detected Soviet attack preparations and had acted accordingly.13
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The first two days of the Manchurian offensive passed, and 2d Red
Banner Army remained on the defensive, awaiting word of success from
other fronts. Between 9 and 11 August, 2d Red Banner Army forces limited
their activities to reconnaissance, seizing Amur River islands, and harassing
Japanese installations. Main forces remained concentrated from twenty to
eighty kilometers to the rear. On 10 August, General Purkayev ordered his
forces to conduct major operations commencing the morning of 11 August.
The objective by the end of the first day was seizure of the cities of Aihun,
Sunwu, and Hsunho, in concert with the Zey-Bureisk Brigade of the Amur
River Flotilla. Late on 10 August forces moved forward into their attack
positions.

Early in the morning of 11 August, forward units from the operational
groups, under cover of an artillery preparation, landed at Heiho, Sakhalin,
Aihun, and Holomoching, and engaged Japanese covering forces. Shortly
after forward units had succeeded in establishing footholds on the Japanese
Amur shores, the main forces began crossing. The 3d and 12th Rifle Divi-
sions (minus one regiment) crossed west and east of Konstantinovka; the
396th Rifle Division and the 368th Mountain Rifle Regiment, near Blago-
veshchensk; and the 101st Fortified Region, south of Blagoveshchensk. 14

Because of a scarcity of crossing equipment, it took five days (until 16
August) to transport all units across the river.15 The slow crossing pace
forced commanders to commit their units to combat piecemeal. Forward
detachments and lead units engaged the Japanese advanced positions south
of Holomoching and north of Aihun on 12 August, while additional units
landed to reinforce those already engaged.

The following day, 13 August, sufficient forces were available to press
the offensive. The 3d Rifle Division, with the 70th Rifle Regiment and tanks
of the 74th Tank Brigade in the lead, penetrated Japanese positions of the
Murakami Battalion of the 269th Infantry Regiment near Shenwutan on
the heights northeast of Sunwu. East of Sunwu the 214th Rifle Regiment,
12th Rifle Division, crossed the Amur at Chiko and moved westward along
the Sunwu road against the Japanese left flank, held by Major Hirama's
3d Battalion of the 269th Infantry Regiment. Meanwhile, the 396th Rifle
Division, the 258th Tank Brigade, and the 368th Mountain Rifle Regiment
pushed the 135th Independent Mixed Brigade force towards the main Aihun
fortified region.1 6 Small 2d Red Banner Army detachments crossed the
Amur farther north at Huma and Santaoka, destroying small Japanese
forces stationed there.

On 14 and 15 August bitter fighting took place for the main Japanese
fortified regions. The 3d and 12th Rifle Divisions, supported by 73d Tank
Brigade, broke through the Shenwutan position, scattered the Murakami
detachment, forced the Hirami detachment back to Nanyang hill east of
Sunwu, and attacked the main forces of the Japanese 123d Infantry Divi-
sion in the Sunwu Fortified Region. While the division struggled with heavy



151

Japanese resistance, the 74th Tank Brigade, reinforced by one rifle com-
pany, an artillery battalion, and an antitank regiment, drove south, bypass-
ing Sunwu on the road to Peian. The 396th Rifle Division and the 368th
Mountain Rifle Regiment surrounded main elements of the 135th Indepen-
dent Mixed Brigade in the Aihun Fortified Region. This operational group
also sent out a forward detachment formed around the 258th Tank Brigade
to pursue the Japanese southwest along the Nencheng road.17 Elements of
both operational groups turned over the task of reducing the Japanese forti-
fied regions to the artillery and followed the forward detachments south-
ward. Progress was slow on the bad roads, made worse by continuing bad
weather. To facilitate movement, the army headquarters attached two engi-
neer sapper battalions to support each of the advancing forward detach-
ments. The two forces advanced southward, separated by a gap of more
than 150 kilometers.

Japanese resistance in the Aihun and Sunwu Fortified Regions con-
tinued unabated for several days with the Japanese making frequent sorties
against the Soviet besiegers. General Terekhin committed heavy artillery
assets to reduce the two areas, followed by a heavy aviation bombardment
by the 18th Mixed Aviation Corps. Finally, on 17 and 18 August, resistance
began to flag, and fortified areas surrendered or were destroyed. In all, 2d
Red Banner Army took 17,061 soldiers and officers prisoner at Sunwu. The
Aihun position continued resistance against the 614th Rifle Regiment (396th
Rifle Division) and the 101st Fortified Region until 20 August, when the
remaining Japanese force of 4,520 men surrendered. 18

While the reduction of Aihun and Sunwu progressed, forward elements
of 2d Red Banner Army continued their slow march to the south. On 20
and 21 August they secured Nencheng and Peian. After the surrender of
Japanese forces, the march became administrative, and units continued on
towards Tsitsihar and Harbin.

The 2d Far Eastern Front completed its mission, although not without
difficulty. Operating on a 1,300-kilometer frontage comprising active sectors
of 520 kilometers, the front had to contend with constant bad weather and
difficult terrain as well as with more formidable opposition than that en-
countered in other sectors. The 15th Army surmounted its terrain problems
by developing excellent cooperation between ground and naval forces.
Amphibious landing operations played a major role in achieving operational
success. In the 2d Red Banner Army sector, Soviet forces experienced Jap-
anese resistance resembling that offered to 36th Army, Trans-Baikal Front.

The Japanese 123d Infantry Division and 135th Independent Mixed Brigade
performed in a manner similar to the 80th Independent Mixed Brigade and
119th Infantry Division. Fighting was severe in this sector, so combat
progress did not live up to the Soviet front commander's expectations. This
lack of progress was due in part to the warnings the Japanese had of the
attack and in part to the difficulties 2d Red Banner Army had experienced
in moving sufficient forces across the Amur River in the first few days of
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the operation. The 2d Far Eastern Front clearly accomplished its mission:

it tied up Japanese forces stationed in northern Manchuria and prevented

those forces from rejoining main elements farther south. But as so often

happens during a supporting attack, 2d Far Eastern Front forces experienced

some of the harshest fighting in Manchuria.

Trlikhin Makar Fnmich (1896-1967. 2d Red Banner ArmyV nl'...,.llllly .. W.... ....... X... .. /' ....

1915-joined Russian Army, platoon commander.
1918-joined Red Army.
1920-Riazan Infantry School.
1921-company, battalion commander.
1925, 1931-Vystrel course.
1935-Mechanization and Motorization Course.

1935-(Oct) commander, mechanized regiment.
1937-(Jul) commander, mechanized brigade.
1939-(Mar) commander, 20th Tank Corps (Khalkhin-Gol, Finnish War).

1940-(Mar) commander, 19th Rifle Corps.
1940-(Jun) commander, 5th Mechanized Corps.

1941-(Apr) commander, 2d Red Banner Army (Far East).

1946-rifle corps commander.
1949-assistant commander, White Sea, then Northern Military District.

1954-(Aug) in the reserves.
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Analysis of the Offensive

In the conduct of the Manchurian operation, the Soviets adhered to
tactical concepts generally in concert with those contained in the field
service regulations of 1944. The necessity for speed, the vast expanse of the
area of operations, the diversity of terrain, and the nature of the opposition
dictated the final nature and form of Soviet offensive tactics. In order to
achieve requisite speed in the Manchurian environment, the Soviets made
some adjustments to actions the regulations prescribed. Yet, the regulations
themselves were flexible and recommended adjustment based on the concrete
conditions that an attacking force confronted. Thus, they recommended
using unique and varied tactical formations to surprise the enemy. They
also stressed initiative as a key ingredient for achieving surprise and main-
taining the momentum of an attack.

At every level in every sector, Soviet commanders in Manchuria took
great risks, planned bold operations, and executed their plans with abandon.
They demonstrated a flexibility exceeding that displayed in earlier opera-
tions, not only because of the particular demands in the theater of opera-
tions, but also because Soviet military leadership had matured. The war
had produced a generation of experienced and competent army, corps, divi-
sion, regimental, and brigade commanders, whose expertise was the product
of up to four years of battle. This generation realized that the Manchurian
operation was probably the last campaign of a long war, hence a campaign
that had to be successful and short. The will to achieve peace provided the
impetus for this last violent spasm of war. Soviet forces were surgical in
their conduct of battle: in just eleven days the violence of war was over.

Studied against the panorama of years of battle in Europe and in Asia,
the Manchurian operation reveals some noteworthy features. Most of these
features reflect either the nature of the area of operations or the tactics
Soviet forces used to conduct the campaign. The most singular feature of
the campaign was the impact of geography on the Soviet command and
control structure. In such a geographically diverse area, contiguous combat
by adjacent units was impossible. The three Soviet fronts in the campaign
operated on a 4,400-kilometer frontage with objectives 400 to 900 kilometers
deep. Major and minor mountain ranges, lakes and rivers, marshes and
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deserts, and sometimes simply space separated frontal sectors from one
another. Thus a new type of command system was necessary, and the
Soviets met the requirement by creating the Far East Command head-
quarters, a theater of military operations headquarters.

The same mountains, rivers, and deserts ran across frontal zones, and
sometimes they bisected these zones. Just as terrain required fronts to op-
erate on separate, noncontiguous axes without flank contact with adjacent
fronts, terrain forced armies, corps, and divisions to operate in the same
manner. Operations in such an environment required detailed planning, but
most of all they required initiative on the part of unit commanders, who
had to react independently to changing conditions. Higher commanders
simply could not be everywhere at once, and the limitations of radio were
obvious.'

The diversity of terrain in Manchuria gave rise to large-scale tailoring
of forces on the basis of unit history and unit type. Thus, a unit's expe-
rience became a prime consideration in the assignment of specific tasks.
This tailoring applied to headquarters subordinate to fronts, such as 6th
Guards Tank Army, 5th Army, and 39th Army, as well as to lesser units.
Thus, border guards units and fortified regions conducted assault operations
against an enemy and on terrain they had faced for years and had come
to know well. The Soviets also took care to tailor units to suit the demands
of terrain. They gave ample engineer support to those units, like the 300th
Rifle Division of 1st Red Banner Army, whose missions took them through
heavily forested and hilly regions. They provided additional sapper and
heavy artillery support to those units assaulting fortified positions. Forces
crossing the major and minor rivers of Manchuria received additional bridg-
ing assets.2 The Trans-Baikal Front assigned to 6th Guards Tank Army
extra aviation assets to assist in the reconnaissance of areas the army could
not cover on the ground and to establish communications betweeen units
operating on widely separate axes of advance.3

The Soviets sought and achieved strategic surprise in the campaign.
The relatively secret redeployment of forces on a grand scale to the Far
East and within the Far East yielded strategic surprise. Security measures
masked the scale of movements and the transfer of key command person-
nel to the area. Soviet movement to combat only at the last possible hour
reinforced strategic surprise and yielded tactical surprise as well. Unit after
unit deployed for attack from assembly areas twenty to eighty kilometers
to the rear and entered from the march. The 6th Guards Tank Army con-
ducted a major march and crossed the border without halting in final as-
sembly areas.4 Even when they attacked two days after the opening of
hostilities on other fronts, 2d Red Banner Army forces moved up to attack
from positions far to the rear. 5
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Attack planning was secretive and limited to a finite number of leaders.
The general headquarters directive that ordered planning to begin ended
with this warning:

The Front commander, the member of the Military Council, the Front chief of
staff, and the chief of the Front staff operations department are to be allowed to
take full part in working out the plan of operations. Chiefs of the branches and
services may be allowed to take part in working out their special sections of the
plan without being informed of the Front's general objectives. The army com-
manders are to be told their objectives orally without passing on written Front
directives. The plan for working out an army's plan of operation is to be the same
as for the Front. All documents on troop plans and actions shall be kept in the
personal safes of the commander of the Front and the commanders of armies. 6

Soviet timing of preparations and of the operation itself improved
chances for surprise. On 2 August the Far East Command assigned frontal
designations to force groupings and told all forces to achieve full combat
readiness by 9 August. At 1630 on 7 August, Far East Command made the
final decision on timing for an attack that would occur less than two days
later.

Japanese sources provide strong evidence of the degree of strategic sur-
prise the Soviets attained. Most Kwantung Army intelligence agencies as-
sessed that the Soviets would not conduct major operations until the fall of
1945, after the end of a rainy season, and perhaps even as late as the
spring of 1946. Even the most pessimistic estimates insisted on the inability
of the Soviets to attack on a large scale before September 1945.7 Among
the few relatively accurate assessments was that of the Japanese 4th Army
commander, General Uemura, who warned of a Soviet attack occurring as
early as August 1945 and had his subordinate units prepare for that even-
tuality.8 Japanese complacency, however, smothered most warnings. Cer-
tainly, the Japanese reasoned, the Soviets were building up forces, but they
were doing so at a rate that prohibited early attack.

Japanese actions reflected their faith in their estimates. Force redeploy-
ments mandated by the new Japanese defense plan were only partially
complete. Resupply and reequipment of forward units were as yet unfin-
ished, and in some cases had not yet even begun. On the night of the
attack, high ranking commanders of units in the Japanese 5th Army were
at a planning conference at Yehho and thus were absent from their posts
on the morning of the attack. General Yamado, Kwantung Army com-
mander, was also absent from his headquarters on a trip to Darien. 9 A
certain casualness, if not haughtiness, prevailed in the Japanese camp, re-
flecting to a degree Japanese faith in their predictions and their capabilities
to resist such an attack. Mixed with this casualness was perhaps a tendency
to denigrate Soviet capabilities. As for the argument that the Japanese leth-
argy reflected the low quality of their troops and poor esprit de corps, the
combat record of units in the ensuing campaign dismisses that charge.
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While many units never saw combat, those that did acquitted themselves
well. Japanese action or inaction in the summer of 1945 simply attests to
the degree of strategic and tactical surprise the Soviets achieved.

The form and location of the Soviet attack at the strategic, operational,
and tactical levels surprised the Japanese. The Soviet decision to attack
with a two-front envelopment from both east and west contradicted Jap-
anese expectations and deployments. Although the Japanese expected a
Soviet attack from the west, they expected one of limited scale along well-
defined axes of advance opposite Japanese fortified positions. They totally
discounted the possibility of heavy attacks through the Grand Khingan
Mountains, which they considered impenetrable. The logistical problems
associated with movement and resupply of large bodies of troops to eastern
Mongolia seemed to the Japanese to rule out large-scale Soviet deployments
to that area. If the Soviets solved the logistical problems, then, in Japanese
eyes, the problems of traversing wide desert expanses, of obtaining water
to sustain a large force, and of surmounting the barrier of the Grand
Khingan Mountains ruled out attack. The Japanese deployed their forces
accordingly and concentrated their troops heavily in central and eastern
Manchuria, with no real concentration in the west. Nor did they have a
plan for emergency concentration there. The Japanese quickly forgot the
lessons of Khalkhin-Gol in 1939; now, in 1945, they painfully relearned
them. 10

Soviet operational techniques surprised and confused the Japanese. In
particular, the Soviet tendency to seek and achieve bypass of fortified posi-
tions befuddled Japanese commanders. Soviet units crossed terrain the Jap-
anese considered impassable. The Japanese could not parry Soviet attacks
that occurred on virtually every possible axis of advance. Soviet use of
armor in first echelon-initially or shortly after the beginning of the attack-
caught the Japanese off guard. They had discounted the threat of armor in
such difficult terrain and hence were woefully incapable of dealing with it.
Without adequate antitank guns, the Japanese had to resort to their only
remaining antitank weapon: explosives strapped to soldiers who hurled them-
selves bodily at Soviet tanks-an enormously costly, but sometimes effective,
expedient.

Tactically as well, the Soviets used methods unforeseen by the Japanese.
The Soviet use of small, task-oriented assault groups with heavy engineer
and firepower support clashed with the image of human waves of infantry
in the assault. And the assault groups proved far harder to defend against
than human waves. The Japanese learned of the Soviet tendency to rely
on machines and explosives rather than expenditures of manpower. Perhaps
focusing upon foreign (primarily Finnish and German) accounts of Soviet
human wave tactics so prevalent in 1939, 1941, and 1942, the Japanese
were not aware that the diminished source of manpower and the growing
skill of Soviet commanders had led to the development of tactics relying on
firepower and maneuver of tanks and assault guns. Thus, they fell victim
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to the false image of Soviet clumsiness projected by the early years of the
war-a stereotype that reality had shattered by 1945. Perhaps most distress-
ing to Japanese commanders were the pesky Soviet forward detachments,
constantly probing, bypassing, and attacking deeply. The detachments pre-
vented establishment of coherent defenses and, when stopped or damaged,
they simply reformed or were reconstituted. Most surprising to the Japanese
was the Soviet commanders' new display of initiative at all levels. Non-
existent in 1941 and 1942, that initiative was evident in 1945, and it sur-
prised and confused the Japanese.

Soviet emphasis on maneuver reinforced the beneficial effects of sur-
prise. Following the recommendations of the 1944 field service regulations
to the extreme, the Soviets practiced the art of maneuver at every command
level and in almost every phase of the operation. The rewards they reaped
were immense. The overall campaign plan relied on maneuver to envelop
large segments of the Kwantung Army and to incapacitate the remainder.
Nowhere were the benefits of maneuver more clearly evident than in the
operations of the Trans-Baikal Front. The use of a tank army in first ech-
elon across difficult terrain marked the Soviets' faith in maneuver and their
confidence in its ultimate success. The wide, sweeping, deep marches by the
Soviet-Mongolian Cavalry-Mechanized Group, the 17th Army, the 6th Guards
Tank Army, and the 39th Army were the essence of bold maneuver. Soviet
success in those sectors depended on successful maneuver. Operations of
1st Far Eastern Front, including the deep operations of 1st Red Banner
Army, 25th Army, and 10th Mechanized Corps, relied on maneuver, although
in that region its success was more limited.

Within fronts and armies the Soviets relied on maneuver to compensate
for spatial separation between operating units. The inability of Japanese
commanders to respond with maneuvers of their own multiplied Soviet effec-
tiveness. The 36th Army's operations towards Hailar, its bypass of Hailar,
and its movements through the fortified Grand Khingan mountain passes
relied on maneuver, as did 39th Army's bypass of the Halung-Arshaan
Fortified Region and subsequent operations southeast towards Solun. The
joint operations of 15th Army and the Amur Flotilla brought a new dimen-
sion to maneuver: amphibious assault as part of an envelopment. At lower
echelons, 205th Tank Brigade's bold strike at Hailar, 257th Tank Brigade's
dash from Pamientung to Mutanchiang that preempted Japanese establish-
ment of defensive lines, and the operations of 39th Rifle Corps and 10th
Mechanized Corps on two axes into the Japanese rear at Wangching and
Tumen exemplify imaginative uses of maneuver within army zones. Con-
stant Soviet use of forward detachments to complete the penetration of
defenses, to exploit, and to pursue to the depths of the defense capitalized
on maneuver effects. In virtually every sector on virtually every axis, tank-
heavy forward detachments with adequate combined arms support con-
founded and paralyzed local Japanese commanders.
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Even at the lowest echelons of command during frontal attacks, the
Soviets stressed maneuver. Thus, in the attacks on fortified Japanese posi-
tions in eastern Manchuria at Suifenho, Tungning, and Volynsk, Soviet
forces infiltrated, bypassed, and isolated fortified positions. Whenever pos-
sible, they took the positions from the rear and flank before resorting to
pulverizing artillery fires and direct assault. Shallow envelopments occurred,
such as the Soviet envelopment of the main Tungning fortified position by
an advance up the Pad Sennaya valley to the north and rear of the posi-
tion, and the attack of 17th Rifle Corps on the flank and rear of the Sui-
fenho Fortified Region.

These envelopments at small unit level mirrored the Soviet use of envel-
opment on a grander scale. At front and army level, the Soviets used envel-
opment as a principal form of maneuver, whether in the 36th and 39th
Army sectors in the northwest or in the 35th Army sector in the east. Even
in the limited space of eastern Manchuria, the Soviet 1st Red Banner Army
and 5th Army managed to envelop and bypass the Japanese 124th Infantry
Division, leaving that division to die on the vine.

Soviet emphasis on high-speed operations reinforced the effectiveness of
maneuver and thus increased Japanese surprise. Speed was necessary to
forestall Japanese establishment of a credible defense and to guarantee
Soviet occupation of Manchuria, southern Sakhalin Island, and the Kurile
Islands both before and after Japanese capitulation. The Soviets achieved
rapid advance through the use of a disproportionate number of tank units
in first echelon as major attack formations or as forward detachments. Thus,
6th Guards Tank Army advanced in first echelon of the Trans-Baikal Front
to conduct a speedy passage of the Grand Khingan Mountains. The 6th
Guards Tank Army received a large number of speedy, but older, BT tanks*
to achieve speed in its advance. The 61st Tank Division performed a similar
role in the sector of 39th Army.

Most illustrative of the Soviets' desire to attain high rates of advance
was their use of forward detachments (see table 18). Throughout the cam-
paign, forward detachments operated at greater depths (ten to fifty kilo-
meters), in wider zones (twenty to eighty kilometers apart), and with greater
freedom of action than in earlier campaigns. At front level, 6th Guards
Tank Army was a virtual forward detachment of the Trans-Baikal Front.
The Soviets used army level forward detachments frequently during the
campaign to achieve speed in the advance. The 61st Tank Division, 39th
Army, spearheaded the advance south of the Halung-Arshaan Fortified
Region, and the 76th Tank Brigade (reinforced) led the 5th Army dash from
Muleng to Mutanchiang, though not without difficulty. The 205th Tank
Brigade (reinforced) cut the path to Hailar and beyond for 36th Army. The
15th Army used the 171st Tank Brigade to lead the ground advance on

*bystrokhodnyi-tanki: fast-moving tanks
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Table 18. Types of Soviet Forward Detachments in Manchuria
Command Level at Which the Forward Detachment Operates

Army Corps Division
36th Army 205th.Tank Bde

152d Motorized Rifle Regt
97th Artillery Regt
491st SP Bn
465th Antiaircraft Regt
32d Guards Mortar Regt

(1 battalion)
1 sapper co
1 mortar bn
158th Antitank Bn

39th Army 61st Tank Div
53d Antitank Bde 44th Tank Bde (+) 206th Tank Bde ) 1 rifle bnJ 206th Tank Bde (+)
1st Howitzer Bde 1 SP bn
11th Guards Mortar Bde 12 artillery bn
203d Engineer Sapper Bde 1 antitank bn

! __ l___~~~ 1 guards mortar bn

25th Army 259th Tank Bde (+)

15th Army 171st Tank Bde
1 rifle bn

2d Red Banner Army 74th Tank Bde 258th Tank Bde
1 rifle co I 1 rifle bn
1 artillery bn I 1 mortar regt
1 antitank regt

5th Separate Rifle Corps 172d Tank Bde
1 rifle bn
1 antitank regt
1 sapper co/bn

17th Army 70th Tank Bn 82d Tank Bn
56th Antitank Bde 482d SP Bn
Training Bn,

209th Rifle Div

Cavalry-Mechanized Group 25th Mechanized Bde| 27th Motorized Rifle Bde
43d Tank Bde I 7th Armored Car Bde
__267th Tank Regt I 30th Motorcycle Regt

6th Guards Tank Army 1 tank bn I 1 tank regt
1 rifle regt 1 rifleregt
1 artill ery b _ _ rtilller bn_

1 tank bn
1 rifle regt
1 SP bn

1st Red Banner Army 1 tank bde 1 rifle bn with 5 T-34s
1 SP btry 2 automatic weapons co
1 sapper pit 1 sapper pit

5th Army 76th Tank Bde 1 tank bde
478th Heavy SP Regt 1 heavy SP regt
2 rifle bn 1 rifle regt/bn

1 antitank btry
1 sapper co

10th Mechanized Corps 72d Mechanized Bde I 72d Tank Bde
1419th SP Regt | 2d Motorcycle Regt
2d Guards Mortar Bn |
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Fuchin and Chiamussu. The 10th Mechanized Corps, with two forward
detachments, exploited the 25th Army attack to Wangching and beyond. In
that instance, the forward detachments were the only forces in constant
contact with the enemy. The 2d Red Banner Army used two forward detach-
ments in its advance past Aihun and Sunwu southwards towards Nen-
cheng and Peian.

At corps level a similar pattern emerged. Usually a corps used a rein-
forced tank brigade as a forward detachment. This was the case in the 5th
Guards Rifle Corps and 113th Rifle Corps of 39th Army, in the 26th Rifle
Corps and 59th Rifle Corps of 1st Red Banner Army, in 5th Separate Rifle
Corps, and in both columns of 10th Mechanized Corps. Each corps of 6th
Guards Tank Army used a reinforced tank regiment or battalion as a for-
ward detachment. Rifle divisions also used forward detachments. On main
attack axes of 5th Army, each rifle division received in support a tank
brigade and a heavy self-propelled artillery regiment. After penetration of
enemy defenses, these units performed the function of forward detachments
and moved deeper into the rear of the enemy defenses.

Forward detachments operated in great number at every level with great
effect. They perpetuated the momentum of initial assaults, created a momen-
tum of their own, and imparted that momentum to army and front opera-
tions as a whole.

Soviet commanders used natural environmental conditions to achieve
surprise, just as the 1944 regulations recommended. They had exploited ter-
rain before, though not with such good effect. In particular, the Soviets
conducted operations in adverse weather and in darkness, initially and
throughout the campaign. The initial assault of the 1st Far Eastern Front
units occurred during heavy thunderstorms in the dark of night. The mer-
ciless weather prevented both the firing of any artillery preparations and
the planned use of searchlights to support the advance of 300th Rifle Divi-
sion in its zone of operations (reminiscent of the use of searchlights in the
Berlin campaign).1 1 Particularly near large and small rivers, the weather
impeded the advance of units, but it also had the beneficial effect of lulling
the Japanese into a deeper sense of security. Several Japanese com-
manders, in debriefings after their surrender, noted their disbelief when the
attacks occurred during such miserable weather. 12 Soviet initial attacks in
darkness and bad weather were major successes due largely to the complete
surprise they achieved.

Units of the Trans-Baikal Front and the 2d Far Eastern Front also
operated in difficult weather. Under rain-laden skies, 6th Guards Tank Army
crossed the Grand Khingan Mountains in the dark. The 5th Guards Rifle
Corps and 113th Rifle Corps of 39th Army advanced in miserable weather
conditions after 15 August. The 15th Army's assault battalions took Amur
River islands at night during heavy rains.
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Even in clear weather units used darkness to mask advances. Much of
the initial deployment for attack occurred at night, as did initial assaults.
The attack of the 205th Tank Brigade and the 152d Rifle Regiment on
Hailar involved an attack from the march by the tank brigade and an
envelopment operation by the rifle regiment during the hours of darkness.
The 76th Tank Brigade conducted its costly march down the road toward
Mutanchiang on the night of 11-12 August. This willingness to use the cover
of night and to operate with total disregard for weather conditions caused
some difficulties for Soviet unit commanders. But it paid even greater div-
idends in terms of the surprise achieved and the continued, unexpected pres-
sure placed on Japanese defenders.

The 1944 regulations recommended varied use of tactical formations tai-
lored to mission, terrain, and enemy in order to achieve surprise and to
confuse the enemy. To one who would oversimplify or stereotype Soviet
combat echelonment, Manchuria should stand as a corrective lesson, repre-
sentative of Soviet practices late in the war. Combat formations by that
time were flexible and varied. As stated in the regulations, the primary
determinant of formations was the set of various concrete conditions a unit
had to overcome. That flexibility was evident in Manchuria. The general
rule Soviet commanders at every echelon followed was the stronger the
defense, the deeper the echelonment (see fig. 3).

The Trans-Baikal Front deployed in two echelons of armies weighted
heavily forward to bring maximum pressure on the entire front and project
power rapidly forward to great depths. The first echelon had four combined
arms armies and one tank army, while the second echelon had but one
combined arms army. The front retained a reserve of two rifle divisions,
one tank division, and one tank brigade. Trans-Baikal Front armies likewise
tailored their formations to concrete conditions. The 36th and 39th Armies
each deployed in one echelon of three rifle corps (or operational groups)
abreast. The 17th Army formed in a single echelon of three rifle divisions,
while the 6th Guards Tank Army, with its requirement to sustain operations
to a great depth, deployed in two echelons of tank and mechanized corps.
Rifle corps confronting fortified zones deployed in two echelons of divisions.
Those facing limited opposition deployed in one echelon of divisions (e.g.,
94th Rifle Corps and the operational group of 36th Army). Virtually all
tank forces of the Trans-Baikal Front, whether tank armies, tank divisions,
or separate tank brigades, were in first echelon in order to increase speed.

The four armies of 1st Far Eastern Front deployed in single echelon to
bring maximum pressure to bear on the Japanese throughout the entire
zone. The 10th Mechanized Corps served as the front mobile group for ex-
ploitation, while the 88th Rifle Corps and the 84th Cavalry Division were
in reserve. Most front armies used single echelon formations consistent with
the front commander's plan to advance on as many axes as possible. The
25th Army formed one echelon of a rifle corps, a rifle division, and several
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fortified regions. The 35th Army arrayed its forces in a single echelon of
three rifle divisions; the 1st Red Banner Army, in one echelon of two rifle
corps. The 5th Army, facing the extensive fortifications in Volynsk and
Suifenho, deployed in two echelons of rifle corps. The two leading rifle corps
of 5th Army and 39th Rifle Corps of 25th Army, which faced those fortifica-
tions, formed two echelons of rifle divisions. The only exception was 17th
Rifle Corps of 5th Army, which placed its two rifle divisions in a single
echelon, because its mission was to attack through a relatively lightly held
zone against the northern flank and rear of the Suifenho center of resis-
tance.

The 2d Far Eastern Front, with forces operating on an extremely wide
frontage in support of the theater main effort, deployed in a single echelon
of two armies and one rifle corps operating on widely separate axes. The
15th Army used a single echelon of three rifle divisions for the attack and
retained only an extremely small reserve. The 2d Red Banner Army also
deployed its three rifle divisions in single echelon. The 5th Separate Rifle
Corps of two rifle divisions, operating on a narrow and lightly defended
front, employed a single echelon formation. In all areas of Manchuria, rifle
divisions employed their rifle regiments in two echelons. Thus, echelonment
patterns varied to match terrain and enemy resistance. These tactical for-
mations were yet another element adding to the surprise of the Japanese.

In addition to their use of maneuver in all weather conditions and flex-
ible tactical formations to confound their opponents, the Soviets used other
noteworthy tactical techniques. During the opening phases of the operation,
in several sectors of the front, the Soviets had to conduct frontal assaults
on fortified zones. In so doing they adhered fairly closely to the field regula-
tions of 1944. They made maximum use of bypass and neutralization by
fire. If assault proved unavoidable, commanders paid considerable attention
to the tailoring of forces to insure that they precisely suited the mission.
They committed forces to combat in a carefully timed buildup of combat
power in a given sector in order to accomplish missions with as little loss
of manpower as possible. Operations of the 5th Army and the 39th Rifle
Corps of 25th Army demonstrated the preciseness of formations and the
state of tactical skill evident in Soviet forces by 1945. Both units deployed
in narrower than usual sectors with rifle corps on a 4.5-5-kilometer frontage
and rifle divisions on a 2.5-3-kilometer frontage. Division assault elements
operated on even narrower frontages. Extremely heavy densities of fire sup-
ported the assault forces. A frontal attack on a fortified position required
200 guns and mortars per kilometer for support, and thirty to forty tanks
and self-propelled guns per kilometer, integrated into attack formations. 1 3

Even in such frontal attacks, the Soviets used envelopment to isolate the
fort, instead of using frontal mass attacks to batter it. Massed firepower
permitted economies of manpower.
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Assault groups of about 100 men each from first echelon advanced rifle
battalions led the attack. These assault groups had maneuver elements, sup-
port elements, sappers, flame throwers, antitank guns, automatic weapons,
and two or three tanks or heavy self-propelled guns (see fig. 4). Assault
groups comprised forces from regular divisional rifle battalions (in the case
of 5th Army) or from border guards units or fortified regions (in the case
of 39th Rifle Corps and 25th Army).'4 The main force of first echelon rifle

ASSAULT GROUP FORMATION
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I I I I.
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Figure 4. Soviet Assault Group Configuration

divisions, led by advanced rifle battalions from second echelon rifle regi-
ments, followed the assault groups (see table 19). Rifle divisions attacked
in two echelons with two rifle regiments in first echelon. First echelon rifle
regiments had two rifle battalions forward, each deployed with three rifle
companies on line. First echelon rifle battalions of first echelon rifle regi-
ments had tank brigades and self-propelled artillery regiments attached to
provide direct fire support. In 5th Army, a tank brigade and a heavy self-
propelled artillery regiment comprising eighty-six tanks and self-propelled
guns supported each first echelon rifle division. If fortified points resisted
too stoutly, the main force maneuvered around their flanks to bypass the
obstacle and left a second echelon rifle regiment from the division to re-
duce the fortified point. This stay-behind regiment cooperated in the task
with follow-on units from the local fortified region. Normally, the army or

I I I I I us|l I IrrST7ii el'
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corps commander attached a self-propelled artillery battalion, a sapper bat-
talion, and a heavy artillery battery or battalion to the regiment. Reduc-
tion of the obstacle occurred under the direct fire of heavy and light artil-
lery and air bombardment, if available. This pattern occurred at Hutou,
Suifenho, Volynsk, Tungning, Sunwu, Fuchin, Hailar, and Halung-Arshaan.
In a few instances, where Japanese resistance was strong or fortifications
extensive, full second echelon rifle divisions accomplished the reduction mis-
sion.

While second echelon rifle regiments subdued strongpoints, main forces
initiated pursuit. Forward detachments made up of separate tank brigades,
reinforced by a rifle battalion and sapper and artillery battalions, led the
pursuit on the basis of one forward detachment per rifle division or one
per rifle corps. Soviet commanders designated the makeup of the forward
detachment before the conduct of the frontal assault. Armies attacking for-
tified zones throughout Manchuria followed this assault pattern with minor
variations. In areas where armies or corps made frontal attacks against
lighter opposition, reconnaissance groups led the attack, followed by ad-
vanced rifle battalions (one per regiment), usually with engineer, tank, and
artillery support. Advanced battalions in fact acted as forward detachments
of rifle regiments during the assault phase of combat. Those Soviet units
not involved in frontal attacks on heavy fortifications or not advancing in
march column formation used the advanced battalion technique with
marked success. Notable examples were the 300th Rifle Division of 1st Red
Banner Army in its advance toward Pamientung, the 363d Rifle Division
of 35th Army attacking across the Sungacha River, and the lead rifle divi-
sions of 36th Army in their crossing of the Argun River.

Pursuit operations invariably followed completion of the frontal attacks.
Successful pursuit had been a long-term problem for Soviet forces. Soviets
had learned by harrowing experience the mixture of forces required to con-
duct a successful pursuit and to survive in the depth of the enemy defense.
They also had developed an appreciation of the amount of support required
to sustain pursuit operations. By late 1943 and early 1944, the Soviets had

Table 19. Time-phased Commitment of Forces to Battle
(1st Far Eastern Front)

Units Time of Attack

Assault unit (platoon/company), 100+ men (TO&E or border guards units) 0010-0100 H
Advanced battalion (1 per regiment) with tank company (first echelon tank brigade) 0300-0830 H
Division main (2 regiments) force with tank brigade 0830 H
Division second echelon (1 regiment) 0930-1100 H
Corps second echelon (1 division) 1600+ H
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successfully mastered the art of task organizing their units for survival in
a pursuit. As late as 1945, however, Soviet pursuit operations were still
suffering from a lack of logistical support. In Manchuria, pursuit generally
required small units to travel great distances. The extensive use of forward
detachments followed by a great number of divisions in march columns
strained the Soviet command and control and logistical systems to the ex-
treme. The initiative shown by Soviet commanders added to this pressure.
In general, the Soviets devoted greater than normal efforts to supporting
successful pursuit. They provided additional engineer and bridging units to
rapidly moving forces and used imaginative measures to give support. For
example, engineer bridging units attached to the 66th Rifle Division and
the 175th Tank Brigade of 35th Army used inverted pontoons to transport
fuel across flooded open country in order to facilitate the advance of units
in their sectors.15 Aerial reconnaissance provided to the 6th Guards Tank
Army gave an added measure of support to rapid pursuit in that sector.

If the scope of pursuit operations was unique to Soviet operations in
Manchuria, so was the degree of Soviet reliance on an advance in march
formations throughout the operation. In fact, most units spent the bulk of
the time during the campaign in march formation. The success of Soviet
units in battle and their survivability depended in large measure on how
well the commanders organized those columns for mutual support, for de-
fense, and for the ability to deploy quickly (see figs. 5-7).

Trans-Baikal Front conducted most of its operations in march forma-
tion. The 6th Guards Tank Army, the 17th Army, and the Soviet-Mongolian
Cavalry-Mechanized Group scarcely deployed for combat. Even the crossing
of the Grand Khingan Mountains was in constricted march formation. The
39th Army, aside from the siege of Halung-Arshaan and the attacks at
Solun and Wangyemiao, constantly moved in column. On its march to Hailar
and to the Grand Khingan passes at Yakoshih, 36th Army used column
formation. In the restricted area of 1st Far Eastern Front, 5th Army was
in column formation from its breakout from the border fortifications to
Mutanchiang, as was 1st Red Banner Army from the border to Pamientung
and from Pamientung to Mutanchiang. The 25th Army and 10th Mechanized
Corps advance from Tungning to Wangching, except for limited deployments
in engagements at Heitosai and Taipingling, was in march column. The
35th Army units advancing from Hutou to Mishan and Linkou spent little
time in deployed formation. Such was the case in the 2d Far Eastern Front
area, except where enemy resistance made column movement less feasible,
as it did for 2d Red Banner Army. The excessive time spent in march
column is explained not only by the limited opposition, but also by the
effectiveness of the column organization. Forward detachments and advanced
guards generally dealt with enemy resistance before the columns had to
deploy in order to accelerate the Soviet advance.
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Figure 6. March Column Formation: 10th Mechanized Corps
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MARCH ORDER 22D RIFLE DIVISION, 26TH RIFLE CORPS, 1ST RBA

LEFT COLUMN 39 RD, 59 RC

........ uc.. ia, nt L0 . W/AKI! IKT, J/iJ,/ll
ADVANCED PARTY: ARTY BTRY. REGT

RIFLE CO AT BN
AT RIFLE PLT AT RIFLE CO
82MM MORTAR PLT AUTO WEAPONS CO
TANK SECURITY GP 2D RIFLE BN W/ARTY BTRY, 3/157TH

MAIN FORCE: MORTAR BTRY
3D RIFLE BN BTRY, 95TH AT BN

ARTY BTRY-3/157TH REAR DETACH:
2 AT RIFLE PLTS REGT, 60TH AT BDE
13TH SAPPER BN (-)

3 TANKS
AT RIFLE PLT
SP BTRY 460TH SP BN

LEFT COLUMN 22D RD

Iv
, A ,_,

3250 M

RECON ADVANCED GD

RECON CO PATHFINDERS
WECON PLT ADVANCED PARTY:

(F
OOT

)
RIFLE PLT

RIFLE PL
T

M G P
SAPPER DETACH AT RIFLE PLT

SAPPER PLT
TARK SECURITY GP

MAWI FORCE:

1ST tRIFf IN
7 TAMKS-T-34
2D 1N, 157TH AfTY
4OTH SP BN (-)

iORTAm BTRY

'--- v 000 -

12.000 M

3D ECHELON
3D MORTAR REGT, 52D MORTAR BDE

TRAINING BN
DIVISION REAR

54TH GDS MORTAR REGT
213TH GUN ARTY BDE

AA REGT

.4 KMS

Figure 7. March Column Formation: 22d Rifle Division
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Soviets tailored their march columns to conduct successful combat and
to sustain the momentum of operations. In this venture they were successful,
though on occasion a column would run into difficulty. Careful task organi-
zation and balanced mixtures of combat elements for mutual support and
all-around defense characterized Soviet march column composition. Columns
contained field, antiaircraft, and antitank artillery interspersed throughout
their length. Tank units led and were often interspersed throughout the
columns so that any portion of the column could operate on its own as a
balanced force.

The Soviets also paid considerable attention to mixing engineer support
throughout the columns, particularly in the case of units traversing difficult
terrain. The 6th Guards Tank Army in its desert and mountain crossing,
25th Army and 1st Red Banner Army in their crossing of mountainous
taiga terrain, and 35th Army in its crossing of the marshy area north of
Lake Khanka all received considerable engineer support artfully woven into
the fabric of the march column. The attention the Soviets paid to forming
viable march columns in part explains their ability to achieve rapid move-
ment successfully throughout the campaign.

Close coordination among Soviet naval, air, and ground forces also
helped the Soviets achieve tactical success. Creation of a theater of mili-
tary operations command, under which all services operated, virtually as-
sured close coordination at the highest levels. Air support primarily involved
bombing cities and towns, reducing fortifications, providing some tactical
air support, and performing basic reconnaissance and logistical services. At
the end of the operation, the air forces landed small air assault detachments
in the major cities where Japanese headquarters were located.16

Naval-ground force cooperation was notable, and in fact critical in a
number of sectors. For 15th Army of 2d Far Eastern Front, the Amur Flo-
tilla provided the transportation and fire support the army needed to fulfill
its mission. For 2d Red' Banner Army and 5th Separate Rifle Corps, naval
forces provided river crossing assault means and ferrying capability. Opera-
tions against Korean ports and against southern Sakhalin Island and the
Kuriles depended for their success on close cooperation with the navy.

If these aspects of Soviet tactical operations in Manchuria resulted in
success, they also produced some difficulties. Generally, the difficulties were
products of audacious movement and offensive abandon. Soviet attempts to
surmount all terrain obstacles and to achieve high speed in all sectors led
to some limited operational failures. In some cases, units became over-
extended and vulnerable to enemy attack. In other cases, the terrain simply
turned out to be insurmountable. In the 25th Army sector of operations,
the Soviets committed the 10th Mechanized Corps in an area almost totally
lacking roads. The congestion of 10th Mechanized Corps units on the two
available roads was so bad that the corps ultimately stretched a distance
of 200 kilometers west from Wangching to the rear.17 The long march
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column and limited space for deployment meant that only the forward detach-
ments maintained contact with the withdrawing enemy. And when the
enemy resisted, only the forward detachments could bring their forces to
bear. The same sort of problem occurred on a minor scale in the operations
of 15th Army on its march to Chiamussu. Often the length of march col-
umns and the overextension of units prevented full concentration of artillery
firepower. Such was the case in 39th Army sector, where heavy artillery
units lagged behind advancing rifle and tank units.

In some instances, overextended forward detachments were forced to
operate outside the supporting distance of follow-on units. The 76th Tank
Brigade advance on the road to Mutanchiang was just such a case. Until
additional Soviet units came to its support, the brigade was rebuffed by
the Japanese 124th Infantry Division. The 257th Tank Brigade, leading by
a considerable distance the march of the 300th Rifle Division of 1st Red
Banner Army from Pamientung to Mutanchiang, attempted to secure the rail
bridge at Hualin. The Japanese repulsed the unsupported attacks of 257th
Tank Brigade repeatedly, and Japanese counterattacks forced the brigade
to withdraw to defensive positions north of Hualin until the Soviets rein-
forced the tank brigade.

Terrain disrupted the Soviet plans on a few occasions. In the southern
portion of the 35th Army sector, the 209th and 125th Tank Brigades had
the mission of leading the 66th and 363d Rifle Divisions on their march to
Mishan. The flooded marshlands proved too great an obstacle for the-tanks
and for fuel resupply. Even the field expedience of using inverted pontoons
as fuel carriers failed. So both brigades were withdrawn and redeployed to
other areas on the front. 18

In at least one instance, a unit crossing barren terrain simply got lost.
On 11 August, the 192d Rifle Division of 113th Rifle Corps of 39th Army
lost its way while crossing the Grand Khingan Mountains. For two days
the unit floundered in the mountains until an army reconnaissance aircraft
sent to retrieve it put it back on its correct route. The general absence of
good maps led to disorientation of some units. The ensuing reversal of direc-
tion and false starts had a negative impact on fuel consumption and strained
logistics. 19

The most serious difficulties the Soviets encountered were in the realm
of logistics. The Soviets had foreseen problems and done all in their power
to alleviate them. The logistical factor was simply part of the risk the So-
viets took. Fuel shortages headed the list of problems. Even before it crossed
the Grand Khingan Mountains, the 6th Guards Tank Army was low on
fuel. After the crossing, the chronic problem persisted until the day the
unit arrived in Mukden. Any resolute-or even token-Japanese resistance
could have compounded 6th Guards Tank Army's difficulty regarding fuel
and ammunition resupply. Other units, including the 39th Army and 35th
Army, experienced similar problems on a lesser scale.
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Problems also surfaced regarding the supply of river crossing and ferry-
ing equipment in 2d Red Banner Army, 15th Army, and 5th Separate Rifle
Corps. Shortage of such equipment led to lengthy crossing times and piece-
meal commitment of forces to battle.

Yet, when all was said and done, the problems resulted from Soviet
action-not inaction. And the Japanese did little to capitalize on the prob-
lems. Vulnerabilities are only valid if someone takes advantage of them. In

this case the Japanese did not. That negligence magnifies the scope of the
Soviet victory.




